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Timberlake Ranch
Landowners’ Association

 Mar 20, 2021 - TRLA Board Meeting
Sat. 10am TCC Ranch House

April 1, 2021 - Bath House reopens

April 17, 2021 - TRLA Board Meeting
Sat. 10am TCC Ranch House

May 29, 2021 - TRLA Annual Meeting
Sat. - Registration begins 9:30am
TCC Ranch House

June 19, 2021 - TRLA Board Meeting
Sat. 10am TCC Ranch House

July 17, 2021 - TRLA Board Meeting
Sat. 10am TCC Ranch House

Upcoming Events
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Events may need to
be changed or

canceled due to the
COVID virus.  Check
the website for the
latest information.

Just a couple of small notes,

As I noted in the November Newsletter, there will be three
positions opening on the Board next year. So far, we have two
landowners come forward. So, we still need at least one more
volunteer landowner. Please consider volunteering. My experience
over the last nine years working with the Board and interested
landowners has been rewarding. We have a “Do what is good for
the community” attitude with no “personal agendas”. I urge you to
seriously think about becoming more involved in our community
here in Timberlake and put your name in for nomination.

The main construction is complete on the Ranch House porch
remodel. We still have some minor work to complete via
volunteers that we hope to have complete by April 1st.  The porch
will be open to sit and look out over the valley or use the internet.
Thanks very much for “listening”,
Steve Wills

In October 2012, I put out my first Timberlake Times newsletter.
I’ve enjoyed putting together all the photos, stories and reports but
the time has come to step away and turn the reins over to someone
else, so this newsletter will be my last.

I want to thank a few people, who along the way have made a
difference. Mary Jo Wallen, who so tirelessly proofread my work
and submitted important stories. Shirl Henderson, who for the last
three years has made this task a much easier one. The
Timberlake Volunteer Fire Department, who so unselfishly
protect our lives and our homes. The Timberlake Neighborhood
Volunteers, who work so hard to make our ranch a joyous place.
Wayne Ramm, TRLA’s webmaster and my awesome husband.
And of course, Danny Montoya, whose great photos made the
newsletters come to life! Thank you all for being part of the journey.

Nancy Ramm
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TRLA BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED:

Do you want to make a difference here in Timberlake? Do you have leadership skills that you would
like to share? Do you have a desire to help make Timberlake a better place?
If you said yes to any of these questions, please let the Nominating Committee Chair, Sharon Axtell,
520.405.0659 or President Steve Wills, 505.783.2457, know of your interest.  There are three open
Board positions that expire May 2024.
The voter packet which is mailed out by May 1st will contain Bio statements from all candidates in
order to help landowners choose. Bio statements should be turned in by April 15, 2021.
The Nominating Committee would like each candidate to write a few paragraphs addressing their
reasons for running. To help focus your comments, you may consider how you can make a difference
in TRLA.
Please include in your Bio Statement:

○ History as Timberlake Landowner
○ Personal goals for TRLA and a photo
○ Personal attributes that will help to promote those goals
○ Ability to communicate and work well with fellow board members and landowners.

To all interested candidates, please submit your Bio and picture by or before April 15th to Sharon Axtell
or Steve Wills. The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, May 29, 2021.

Timberlake Bereavement
We have lost three beloved members of
our Timberlake community. They will be
missed.

Fernando Velasquez

Charles Colldock

Rich Martin

Visit TRLA’s Official WebSite - trnews.info for all important announcements and upcoming
events and information for all property owners. Articles such as, Living with Large Predators
and Poisonous/Non -Poisonous Reptiles. Important information such as, Latest Covid informa-
tion, Fire Restrictions, and Upcoming TRLA agendas, as well as many titles with drop-downs
with links attached. Please refer to it often for information and articles are updated frequently. trn
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Communications Report
By Shirl Henderson

Commons Report  by Charley Haverstick

1. Not much has happened since the Ranch
House/Bath House was closed for the winter and the
water system drained on November 1st.
2. The porch addition is near completion, still
needing some staining on the old/existing walls.
Also, the room needs spray sealer on the ceiling,
and then vinyl flooring can be installed. These items
will be completed once the weather permits.
3. A new lightfan fixture has been installed in the
meeting room, so now it will not be so dark in this
space.
4. Epoxy coating will be installed in the men’s
shower area of the Bath House as soon as it warms
up and before reopening the Bath House on April 1st.
  5. The brush piles have been burned, thanks to our
great voluntary fire department, and will once again
be available for limb trimmings.

http://trnews.info
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LIVING WITH WILDLIFE
By Mary Jo Wallen

Since we had so many instances of BEARS in our yards last summer, we thought an early reminder would
be in order. As of February 27th, we have only had 38 inches of snow so we will most likely stay in an
extreme drought. So, bears are going to be hungry and since they can smell food 20 miles away, you need
to make precautions to put your bird feeders, dog food, etc. up at night. If you are camping on your property
it is even more important to put your food in your vehicle at night and park it a distance away from your
tent. If a bear is hungry enough, though, they have been known to get into vehicles or at least cause
damage to your vehicle or camper trying to get inside.
Other suggestions are:
 Pour Pine Sol around your garbage cans if you leave them outside. You can also use bleach or

ammonia, but not together since  this can produce fumes that can be deadly to both people and animals.
Pine Sol is considered the best deterrent. Do not put coffee grounds in your garden because it is a treat
for bears. They will roll around on coffee grounds like a cat in catnip.

Electric fencing. Is great. As you
can see in the picture, a 6’ high
wood fence around garbage cans
did not stop this bear a couple of
years ago from getting into
garbage cans. He climbed right
over and only damaged one board.

Did you know?
Bears kill 1 person  per year
Venomous snakes kill 6 people per year
Spiders kill 7 people per year
Ants & other insects kill 9 people per year
Cows kill 20 people per year
Dogs kill 28 people per year (pit bulls are still responsible for the most fatal attacks)
Bees, wasps & hornets kill 58 people per year
Deer kill 200 people per year

Finally, when hiking you should carry pepper spray (could be used on bears and cougars). Carry a
whistle and blow it every few minutes to avoid a surprise encounter with wildlife. Use a walking stick
since it could be used as a weapon.

Remember a ‘FED BEAR IS A DEAD BEAR’ because if Animal Control has to catch one and move it,
the bear is relocated to another bear’s territory…which is not a good situation since they are territorial.
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FOREST HEALTH & WILDFIRE MITIGATION COMMITTEE UPDATE
Chipper Day was held on November 12, 2020 and four landowners took advantage of getting their
brush cleaned up as a result of the State Farm Grant. Although the Ramah Navajo chipper broke down,
they sent three trucks & trailers with a crew of nine guys to get the cleanup done. Andy Ramm, who is a
new landowner, was thrilled about the program and kept the guys busy going back and forth to the burn
pile with seven loads of brush.

The Committee has been researching an FHI grant to start the mitigation on the 80-acres of Common
Land. Once the Forest Guild provides us with the prescription for the type of work that needs to be
done, contractors will be contacted for bids. Information has been obtained on six more contractors that
perform mitigation.  We hope to begin work on 15-20 acres this spring; or fall if it is determined that it
would be better to do so because of drought conditions.

Four landowners took advantage of the FHI grants that were approved last fall. When you can do the
work yourself, the Forest Service Guild reimburses you, which is a great deal. One landowner who took
advantage of the grant last spring did this and was happy with the reimbursement program. Three
landowners’ lots were mitigated the previous year.

Because of COVID still influencing our lives, the ability for us to put on workshops and assessments is
still on hold.

Thinning of ladder fuels is still in progress (Fox will be finished this spring). If you see an area that
needs some work, please contact Ron Schali at mister.schali@gmail.com.

We want to thank everyone who
continues to mitigate on their property.
For the last two years we had two burn
piles, so we know a lot of you are
working hard on making your property
safer from fire and making your trees
healthier by thinning them out.

Architectural and Maintenance Report
�  4 Sheds approved
�  1 Garage
�  0 Covenant violations open



March 2021

The Fire Department needs all land owners to put
a 30’ ring clear of all debris around any fire pit, at
LEAST 5 gallons of. water, and have a shovel for
dirt. This is very important as we are in Extreme
fire danger. No burn permits will be issued during
a burn ban. We all need to do our very best to
take care of this Forest that we live in.

        Fire Department
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Timberlake Ranch Volunteer Fire Department

Bill Sanders and Rick Farrell
practicing with the SCBA’s
(Self Contained Breathing
Apparatus )

Our station got a new sign for
becoming a main station.

Practicing flying the drone
purchased by the Timberlake
Neighborhood Volunteers

Jan. 20th, 2021
Burn Pile

FIRE SAFETY IS CRITICAL DURING A PANDEMIC…AND IN THE KITCHEN
Since we have all been rather confined and not able to eat out in restaurants during the Pandemic, we
are all cooking more at home. Did you know that cooking is the leading cause of home fires and is
responsible for 49% of all reported home fires involving cooking equipment, according to recent NFPA
research? Moreover, unattended cooking is the leading cause of home cooking fires, meaning home
cooking fires occur most often when people aren’t keeping a close eye on what they’re cooking. The
United States has seen a decrease in fire-related deaths in almost every major category except deaths
from home cooking fires. In fact, they are worse than they were 30 years ago, killing an average of 550
people a year. Cooking is now the leading cause of both reported home fires and home fire injuries in
the U.S.
These are challenging times with no easy answers. Less fires means less burden on our first
responders.  The work we all do to prevent fires inside and outside of our homes is important to the
security and well-being of communities everywhere.

LEGAL, LIENS AND FORECLOSURES
  0  liens filed
  0  with attorney
  3  liens to be released
  7  with more than 2 years in arrears –
letters need to be sent
  1 for discussion on foreclosure
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URGENT FIRE/EVACUATION INFORMATION
Please register by clicking on the Code Red icon in your county so that
you will automatically be notified of fire/evacuation info by the
incident/unified command personnel. The alert can go to a land line, cell
or email.  All types of emergencies (ie: amber alerts, power outages,
etc.) are also included. This system is the most efficient and quick
way of communicating to all landowners.

Protect our Forest

TRLA Landowners
Please remember to notify the
TRLA Board when your
address, phone number or
email changes OR when your
property is transferred to
another owner.

Neighborhood Watch Group
If you experience a break in or
vandalism of your property, PLEASE be
sure to notify the police and make a
report. Reporting illegal activity on the
ranch is the only way to ensure our law
enforcement teams know we need their
presence and support. After reporting to
the police, please notify the
Neighborhood Watch Group via email.
timberlakewatch@gmail.com

If You See Something - Say Something!

ATV Safety
As a landowner, it is your responsibility to make sure you and your
guests follow all state-mandated rules on ATV and side-by-side
safety. All riders under the age of 18 MUST wear a helmet at all
times. McKinley County and Cibola County will be monitoring
Timberlake roads this season and violators will be ticketed. Also
advise your guests to never drive on another landowner’s property
or driveway without permission. Stick to the roads.

Fire Season!
With the fire season upon us, please review the Evacuation
procedures located on the TRLA website. Click on
Emergency, then Emergency Evacuation, Evacuation page
comes up and then click on Emergency Evacuation &
Neighborhood Watch (first link on the page). If you do not
have internet access, please contact Mary Jo Wallen at
505-783-4207 or 505-269-5022 or Nancy Wills at 505-783-
2457 or 520-975-0528.

Did you know that the Ute Fire in northeastern NM in
2018 burned 1,000 acres an hour?  This means that
all of Timberlake could burn in 4 hours…
Please be careful with fire!

Fire Bans
Fire bans are initiated by
the state, not local fire
departments. Throughout
the season, keep up-to-
date on fire restrictions by
visiting TRLA’s website.
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Monthly financial reports, including line by line details, can be found on the TRLA website.
http://www.trnews.info/TRLAindex.htm

 If you need a copy mailed to you, please send your request to:
 TRLA Treasurer
HC 61 Box 767

Ramah, NM 87321

Financials YTD 2020-2021
YTD BUDGET 2020-2021 Difference

January 31,2021
TOTAL INLOWS 174,205.29 170,890.00 $3,315.29

OUTFLOWS/EXPENSES
Board 6,168.71 10,136.00 ($3,967.29)
Communications 888.28 1,100.00 ($211.72)
Financial 11,590.07 24,600.00 ($13,009.93)
Legal 25.00 8,300.00 ($8,275.00)
Insurance 13,781.00 15,500.00 ($1,719.00)
Wages &Taxes 3,496.24 8,500.00 ($5,003.76)
Buildings & Commons 6,312.97 15,450.00 ($9,137.03)
Equip Maint. & Repairs 3,134.75 3,700.00 ($565.25)
Fuel, Oil, Grease 993.86 2,500.00 ($1,506.14)
Roads 87,581.16 90,000.00 ($2,418.84)
Utilities 2,021.14 3,200.00 ($1,178.86)
TOTAL OUTFLOWS 135,993.18 182,986.00 ($46,992.82)

Treasurer notes:
Significant Expenses:

Roads:         $87588.08*
     * includes - Gravel/Road Maintanence

RANCH HOUSE PORCH REMODEL

D HURST LLC Contractor $80,885.00

M Begay sidewalk/concrete work $14,234.13

Materials-windows/paint $10,568.27

  Total cost as of 10/20/2020 $105,687.40

Collections Due:
Association Dues owed YTD $12,862.97

Association Dues owed prior years $2,725.11
Total Dues Owed $15,588.08

BANK BALANCE: 01/31/2021
Deposit 129,804.28

Checking 32,111.11
Rewards 1,524.98

Contingency Funds:
Ranch House Restoration 20,000.00

Emergency  Reserve 44,910.56
Total Balance 228,350.93

http://www.trnews.info/TRLAindex.htm
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WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS IS YEAR ROUND
Although the risk of wildfire is relatively low in the winter, it is a good time to start thinking about what you
can do now to be ready for fire season. Most of Northern New Mexico is in extreme drought which pretty
much includes Timberlake. The fire season could begin as early as late March/early April. Fire Adapted
Communities New Mexico (FACNM) is launching a campaign along with other agencies, forests, and
organizations in 2021 with a different theme each month of the year.
The message for January is:  RESOLVE TO BE READY
. Develop an emergency plan: choose a safe place to meet, learn evacuation routes and establish an

out-of-town contact. Our plan is on the TRLA website under the Emergency section.
. Take a current photo of you and your pet(s) together in case you get separated during a disaster.
. Get to know your neighbors and invite them to be a part of our Emergency Plan. We need a Zone

Coordinator for area 9 (Cloh-Chin-Toh).
. Snap photos of important documents and save them in a secure place or online.
. Set up group text lists so you can communicate with friends and family during emergencies.
. Take a CPR and/or first aid class.
. Keep and update emergency supplies, including cash.
. Have back-up power sources available to charge devices in case of a power outage.
. Check your insurance for coverage on disasters like wildfire and floods. Snap pictures of your property

for insurance purposes.
. Sign up for emergency alerts and warnings. The Red Code Alert information for Cibola and McKinley is

on the front page of the website.

The February message is: SHOW YOUR HOME SOME LOVE
. Identify vulnerable areas that need to be addressed before a wildfire appears. Remember, wind can

carry hot embers from burning vegetation or other materials at least a mile or more away from an
active fire. Start with the top of the structure, work down to the ground, and then work out from there.

. Check your roof. Consider installing fire-resistant roofing material, such as asphalt composition
shingles, metal, concrete or clay tile. Maintain flat roofs, ensuring no cracks or exposed sublayers
exist.

. Clear your rain gutters, flat roofs, and valleys in pitched roofs. Remove pine needles, leaves, or other
materials .

. Check your vents. Consider changing out standard ¼ in mesh with 1/8 in metal wire mesh to prevent
wildfire embers from penetrating attics, eaves, and crawl spaces. Do not plant shrubs underneath or in
front of vents.

. Replace exterior wall coverings that are combustible or susceptible to melting with noncombustible or
fire-resistant materials.

. Dual-paned windows with tempered glass will resist great fire intensities than single pane windows.

. Clean your deck. Remove debris from under your desk and from the gaps between deck boards.
Replace wooden lattice with properly vented solid skirting or with 1/8 in wire mesh to keep embers out.

. Don’t store firewood, gas cans, lawn mowers, cardboard, or other combustible materials next to your
home. Move at least 5’ away from your house.

. Think about replacing flammable plants with fire resistant species and replace wood chips with
decorative rock or ground cover.

Bookmark the Wildfire Preparedness calendar at facnm.org/wildfire-preparedness to follow the campaign
throughout the year.

http://facnm.org/wildfire-preparedness
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How Can I Contact…..?
TRLA has now made it easier to contact the
Board of Directors for their specific roles via a
generic email account. These email accounts will
remain in place, even as Board members change.

TRLA President - trlapresident@gmail.com
TRLA Vice President - trlavp@gmail.com
Commons Director - trlacommons@gmail.com
Roads Director - trlaroads@gmail.com
Treasurer - trlatreasurer@gmail.com
Secretary - trlasecretary@gmail.com
Director of Accounts - trlaaccts@gmail.com
Architectural & CCRs - trlaarchccr@gmail.com

Other emails you may need:
TRLA Webmaster - webmastertrla@gmail.com
TRLA Bookkeeper - mray321@yahoo.com

Timberlake Neighborhood Watch
timberlakewatch@gmail.com

  ROADS REPORT
by Don Ouellette

-A substantial amount of gravel was applied to
side roads in November, nearly 100 loads were
delivered.
-Timberlake Road, BIA and NML were graded
with tractor and gravel in November, December
and January.  New snow chains were put on
truck in December in anticipation of snow.
Chains also put on grader. We only had to snow
plow twice in January and twice in February.
We will be evaluating roads this spring and
developing plans for the roads. One area I want
to look at is the north side road to the lake, I
know there is a lot of brush that needs to be
removed.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH GROUP REMINDERS
We need a Zone Coordinator for Zone 9 (Cloh Chin Toh). Please contact Mary Jo Wallen at 505-269-5022 or
Mrsdw19dw@aol.com if you can volunteer.
If you are a new landowner and do not know much about our emergency procedures, please go to the TRLA website,
and click on Emergency.
As we reported last September, our luck ran out after two years with no burglaries. Three homes were broken into. As
our part time and recreational landowners return this spring and summer, we hope there will not be anymore
incidents to report, but most incidents seem to occur when homes are not occupied full time. Remember to notify
Mary Jo or Nancy if you experience vandalism or a burglary on your property. It is also very important that you file a
police report, no matter how small the incident. Law enforcement will be more likely to patrol our area if incidents are
reported.
 Get to know your neighbors and have them check on your house when you are gone.
 Leave lights on a timer
 Put a fence around your property
 Gates or a chain across your driveway can be a deterrent unless someone can drive right
 around the gate or chain (this happened about 4 or 5 years ago).
 Install a security system or game camera that you can check on your computer from anyplace.
When possible get pictures and descriptions of vehicles or suspicious people if something doesn’t seem right. Call
911 Never confront anyone by yourself. Having a TRLA vehicle sticker will eliminate any questions if you must leave
your vehicle on the side of the road for repairs, or if you decide to go hiking up in the forest. If you need a TRLA
vehicle sticker you can get some from Mary Jo Wallen or Nancy Wills. Nancy’s phone number is 505-783-2457 or
520-975-0528 or Nancysws2020@outlook.com.
Make sure your children and guests comply with all ATV state regulations. Every summer the complaints about
children driving too fast and without helmets down the roads increase. How can you honestly think that it is safe for 5
kids to be on an ATV that only accommodates two people flying down Timberlake Road?  It is very dangerous for
everyone involved, including our deer who can pop out on the road at any time. We strongly suggest that Quad
owners put some type of ID in the Quad paperwork compartment. Identifying the owner of the Quad, names of who
may be riding on the Quad (especially children) and location of local landowners where Quad rider is staying would
be helpful if child riders are injured or lost. ATV’s are not allowed on Common Land, electrical
easements, or private property unless  you have permission.

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING
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Steve Wills, President
(Term ends May 2021)
Phone: 505.783.2457
trlapresident@gmail.com

Don Ouellette, Roads
(Term ends May 2021)
Phone: 505.783.4108
trlaroads@gmail.com

Steve Stevens, Treasurer
(Term ends May 2022)
Phone: 923.580.4291
trlatreasurer@gmail.com

Sharon Axtell, Secretary
(Term ends 2022)
Phone: 520.405.0659
trlasecretary@gmail.com

MaryAnn Armijo, Director of Accounts
(Term ends May 2023)
Phone: 505.783.4190
trlaaccts@gmail.com

Charley Haverstick, Commons
(Term ends May 2022)
Phone: 505.783.0122
trlacommons@gmail.com

Shirl Henderson, Communications
(Term ends 2021)
Phone: 505.783.2416

TRLA Bookkeeper
Mary Ray

mray321@yahoo.com

mailto:TRLAroads@gmail.com
mailto:TRLAcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:nancyramm@wildblue.net

